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Eastbourne, Congress (1963) B. & N. Westwood, Piet and Partners.

Civic multi-purpose hall theatre. 1,678 seats in two tiers. Large
area of main floor raked with stepped terrace beyond and balcony
over. Pros. 45 ft. adjustable to 37 ft. and 52 ft. grid.

(First Review)
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Ealing, London, Questors (1964) W. S. Hattrell and Partners (Norman
Branson ARIBA)

Amateur theatre. 350 seats in permanent horseshoe enclosing thrust
stage 27 ft. by 25 ft. Open end stage beyond with permanent cyclo-
rama. Adaptable in varying degrees to arena, end, and pros. stage.
Lighting from open bridges and peripheral gallery. Cost £65,500.

(Tass 22, ii)

Glasgow, Close Theatre Club (1965).

Professional experimental theatre (conversion). Thrust stage 24 ft. by
20 ft. with 149 seats on three sides. Associated with Citizens Theatre.
(TaBs 24, 1)
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Goldsmiths’ College London University (1964) Enthoven and Mock.
Theatre Consultant: Lawrence Hayes.
University theatre. Conversion of a chapel. 260 fixed seats with
further 60 added when thrust stage 14 ft. 6 in. deep is lowered
hydraulically to floor level. Pros. 30 ft. Permanent cyclorama.

(TaBs 22, ii)

Guildford, Yvonne Arnaud (1965) Scott, Brownrigg and Turner.

Civic theatre with professional resident com

) : pany. 574 seats. Pros.
37 ft. wide with removable forestage/orchestra. Grid 39 ft. high and
permanent cyclorama. Cost £263,000
(TaBs 23, iii)
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Yvonne Arnaud, Guildford.

Civic, Hampstead.

Hampstead, Civic (1963) Ian Fraser Associates (A.D.Gough, ARIBA)
Professional theatre club. 160 seats in one tier. Open end stage but
house tabs can be used. Prefabricated timber building 69 ft. 8 in. long
by 31 ft. 8 in. wide and 19 ft. 6 in. high internally. Separate scene
store. Cost £16,000.

(Tass 21, 1)
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Holme on Spalding Moor, Yorkshire (1959) Colin Rowntree, FRIBA.

Consultants: Miles Hutchinson and Percy Corry.
A village theatre. Pros. 22 ft. wide by 10 ft. 3 in. high. Built as a
theatre the auditorium has nevertheless a flat floor to suit other
activities. This defect could now be lessened by including some
folding bleachers (see Leeds Grammar School). Cost in cash
including equipment £10,500 plus 16,000 hours of voluntary labour.
(Tass 18, 1)

30

L

Jeannetta Cochrane, London (1965) LCC Architects Department.

Art School Training theatre licensed for public performances.
Pros. 28 ft. wide X 16 ft. high with 45 ft. grid and 35 counterweight
sets. Apron to setting line 6 ft. and stage 27 ft. deep and 54 ft. wide
beyond. Scenery workshops are contiguous with stage and adjoin
Central School of Arts and Design, of which it is part.

(TaBs 23, ii)
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Leeds, Grammar School (1965) G. Alan Burneit and Partners.
Consultant: Stephen Joseph.

School Hall. 1,000 standing or 600 seated. Adaptable to end staging
by pulling out bleacher type tiers (light risers) with stackable non-
tip-up seats to join balcony (dark risers) as one continuous tier for
350 seats. Hall floor itself becomes the stage and is 50 ft. wide. With
balcony curtained off rostrums can be set up to provide for other
forms such as thrust, transverse or centre stage. The large music
room in the plan becomes the foyer for performances.

(TaBs 23, iii)
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Leicester, Phoenix (1963) City of Leicester Architects Dept.
Civic theatre for resident professional company. 275 seats in one

tier. Open end stage 47 ft. wide. Centre projection 32 ft. and 27 ft.
deep. Standard steel frame warehouse-type building. Cost £29,180.

(TaBs 21, iii, and 23, i)
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E I AL Work & | LAMDA London (1963) Humphreys and Hurst.
B — Paint Shop E Consultant: Michael Warre with John Terry. ‘
— ! Training theatre. 150 seats in permanent curved terrace (18 in. risers) |
S I | facing 43 ft. 6 in. wide open pros. stage at the lowest level with 42 ft.

grid over. Adaptable to various forms of arena by addition of mov-
o able extra seating rostrums placed on the stage. FOH lighting from i
B e gallery and ceiling slot. Cost £44,500. J(
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Manchester University (1965) The Building Partnership (G. Grenfell

Baines, FRIBA, in conjunction with H. Thomas, LRIBA).
Consultant: Richard Southern.

University theatre for professionals and amateurs Open end stage

52 ft. 6 in. wide but with house tabs. Two thrust lifts to form seating,

orchestra, or Elizabethan stage. Seats 300 approx. in one tier for

the principal forms.

(First Review)
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May Fair, London (1963) George Beech ARIBA.

Commercial theatre as part of the hotel. 310 seats in one tier.
Pros. opening between columns 24 ft. 5in. Overall opening, 38 ft. 8 in.
wide. Stage, 39 ft. 8in. wide X 24 ft. deep. Grid 34 ft. 8 in. high with
27 counterweight sets. :

(TABs 21, ii)

Mermaid, London (1959) Elidir Davies, FRIBA.

Professional theatre. 508 non-tip-up seats at 3 ft. 3 in. back to back.
Open end stage 39 ft. wide entered from up-stage only. Suspension
grid (no flying) over stage.

(Tass 17, ii)
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Middlesbrough, Little (1958) Henry Elder and Enrico de Pierro.
Consultant: Percy Corry.

Amateur theatre. 512 seats in two tiers. Pros. 26 ft. wide by 14 ft.
high. Removable forestage/orchestra pit. No fly tower but large
stage area 70 ft. wide by 40 ft. deep. Cost £50,000.

(TaBs 16, 1 and 23, ii)

S

People’s Theatre, Newcastle

Plan of stage area and front part
of auditorium (right). Section
through theatre (below).

Newcastle, People’s Theatre (1962)
Chackett, Birks, Dick and Mackellar.

Amateur theatre. Conversion of
cinema. 900 seats reducible to 600 by
screening off half the balcony. 34 ft.
pros. Removable forestage/orchestra
pit. Permanent curved cycloramawall,
35 ft. grid.

(Tass 20, iii)
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Oxford, Playhouse (1964) Fred Rowntree and Son (Martin Card).
Consultant: John Wyckham.

University theatre for professionals and amateurs. 849 seats in two

tiers. 28 ft. pros. with orchestra/forestage lift. Entrances and Juliet

balconies in proscenium framing. 37 ft. grid.

(TaABs 22, ii)
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Pitlochry Festival (1951). Designed by John Stewart and Kenneth
Ireland.

Professional theatre for a festival company. 502 seats in one tier.
Pros. 46 ft. wide by 12 ft. high. Form of theatre governed by shape
of original tent now replaced by structure of varying degrees of
permanence.

(TaBs 23, iv)
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Prince Charles, London (1963). Carl Fisher and Associates.
Commercial theatre now a cinema. 420 seats in one rake. Pros. 30 ft.
wide. Extremely cramped site. Stage without wings and height over.
Dressing rooms and other areas in basement under the stage itself.
(TaBs 21, i)
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Richmond, Yorkshire (1962) Needham, Thorpe and White.
Consultant: Richard Southern.

Restoration of Georgian theatre of 1788. Auditorium 26 ft. 8 in.
long by 24 ft. wide. Stage one inch deeper. Pros. 17 ft. wide.

(TaBs 20, ii)
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Rosehill Cumberland (1959).

Gavin Paterson & Son.

Designer: Oliver Messel.
Theatre/recital room at the home of

Rotherham, Civic (1960)
Hadfield, Cawkwell and Davidson.
Consultant: Percy Corry.

3 3 : . Civic theatre for amateurs and professionals. Chapel purchased and i
S;rtelr\lhfgglsaisn Eteali(l?srse'lngrs?icin 1b7alggnW1de x 12 ft. high. 230 scats | converted. 387 seats in one tier. Pros. 26 ft. wide by 14 ft. high. |
(TaBs 17, ii) b ' (24 ft. 6 in. to RSJs above stage). Removable forestage/orchestra pit.

Cost £40,000.
(TaBs 23, ii)




Royalty, London (1960) Lewis Solomon Kaye and Partners.
(E. H. Tietjen FRIBA)

Commercial theatre now a cinema. 997 seats in two tiers. Pros.

opening variable between 43 ft. and 36 ft. Orchestra lift/forestage.

52 ft. grid. Forms part of large office block.

(Tags 18, ii)
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Southampton, Nuffield (1964) Sir Basil Spence and Partners.
Consultant: Richard Southern.
University theatre for professionals and amateurs. Pros. opening
30 ft. wide by 15 ft. high. Grid 32 ft. Two lifts to form extra seating,
orchestra or Elizabethan stage (access via pros. opening itself only).
Seats 420-500 approx. in one tier, for both picture frame and thrust
forms with terrace sides. Cost £150,000.
(Tass 22, ii)




Stoke-on-Trent, Victoria (1962) Designed by Stephen J oseph.

Conversion of cinema. Professional theatre, with resident company.
345 seats ““ in-the-round > on all four sides of acting area 24 ft. by
205 fits

(TaBs 20, ii)

52

Twickenham, St. Mary’s (1963) Sir Albert Richardson, Houfe and
Partners.
Consultant: Norman Branson, ARIBA.
Teacher training college. Main area 70 x 40 ft. by 18 ft. 6 in. high.
Adaptable to many forms using some 124 rostrums. Seating
variable up to 250. Fully trapped floor in 4 ft. squares but fixed
lighting grid access by ladder only.
(Tass 21, i)
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St. Mary's, Twickenham:.

Swan, Worcester.

Worcester, Swan (1965) Henry Gorst, ARIBA.

Amateur/professional theatre. Pros. opening variable between 24 ft.
and 36 ft. wide. Convertible orchestra/forestage but no pros.
entrances. Good example of F.O.H. lighting slot. Seats 353 in one
tier. Cost £60,000 plus donations in kind.

(TaBs 24, i)
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