Fiesta Launch to Lights
and Movement

Ford’s UK dealers witnessed a special feature of the largest number of Vari “Lites ever run
off a single console when they attended the recent Fiesta launch at the new London
Arena in Docklands. John Offord retfreived the background story from Richard Knight.

I'd beeard a few rumours abeut this “shon”
but 1 was a pvate ovent and kepl under
wiaps, And you couldnt buy a ticket, Bug it
had all the elements of many majos pubdi
enfefamment overts: lead names gt the
heetlrm, massive expendiune and all the lakest
im |||_£.3'lrll1g mggng, sound and co-ordination
of controd, And all for a seven menute revieal
that would send Foecl's dealers back to thei;
shodwrooma singing the praises of the presan
Eakion .'|I'||‘|, I-Il.ll'ltl.l‘fL'“ll' thé Car oo

What realty wet this show aparnt from 5o
sy otheers was thee fact that everyting mon
e, Mo less than 16 10 metre square screens
and 192 Var*Lites wens called mio spon
tareows action - the !:"“E"-'-' s el ol
oniesis .

The presentation was the concept of Gany
Withors of Imagination and lighting desigrie
Andrew Bridge. Withers” progosal was that
the show ibould be based around
autormatbid lighting, instead of adding it in o
‘windiow dressing’. “The lighting came first,
biath im terms of design and budget,” said the
man  behangd  the Programmang  of Ehi
Warn" Lites, Richard Kright

Foed's UK dealers witness the biggesi-sver private’ Vani*Lile show ai the new London Arena in Dockdands.
30

He mnow ke up thie story, “Vari®Libes
were created essentially for the nock and ol
|I'rC!..|-\.|I!.' ErROT D I:ll:-. :.h._ll.'\. M U= 10 o
chisstrial theatre was maone ar less limited 1o
16 ar 32, The requeest i varelite Europe fiear
19 caused an miernainonal skir. Some parts
even had to be Bown from thelr HO o
Dallas

Van-Liie's management were  very
hedpdul,” cortinued Richard Erught and sup-
plied an exoellen crew headed by Tom SNu
. “Oine outcome of this partsCielar thowdy 13
the possibility of Tulty' becoming a
Pisetld farme (if you lee ina ouse full of
lightting trogs), but more of thar lager

The other key plaver was Steve Colley of
Arrow Riggeng who was responsible for ithe
TR, SCTCENS

|||_||_"|r_|.|5 mowerment of 16 saoneens, im0 four
rows of four, suspended from 7.5 tommes of
trussing from the auditonen ceiling. Twelve
ol the screens camiag 16 Vaei *Lines attached
i the trussing and rum off one Arisan oon
i conscde. In addition, some 400 cusiom

pobios wene specdied 1o prodece additional
eflscls, Each screen was moved by Towr
motors controlled by a Unique Coampuler
syelam, developged by Steve Colley, In all
some B2 motors were used Inrougnoul the
'\,!'.- ', -I'I[IH!.' THOME OF (7 S

It eurmerdl Owt Ehat i wasn't onby the bried
that was LA L Ihll;. WAL O D heE firse
show 0 the new  London Arena  in
Docklands, In fact the vermee was not dee o
b compdeted until April and the getin date
was continelly postponed, What's mose,
the Van*Llites had o be |||,.'"J,; i A ey
soeill way, arisbween the oonds ol the
Telostage trussing so  that the upper
enclosune did mof projec beyond the cords,
thus spoaling the lines of the frames. The
sclution was Kriuht [Hales

Enult plates were spontansously invented
by Tam Multy and Bichard Enight |:|||---.\_u Pl
ty's possible chance at ghiting immertality )
Wit uied a pair on each YVaneLive,” explain
el BEnight, “thus producing a four paoint I;,:.g__
This was STIPOFLARL 33 e sCréend wens to
petform a great deal of movement” in
respomse o further A= 1aTe Ty T he added




1592 Vari*lites, 400 customn gobos, and 16 10 metre square streens helped unch the Lilest Foed Feesia




that irs also possable o uwse Knult plates as
sngles and hang the “lites” daamond ahicon
ereveen truss conds, producing a bwa poent
|'I.|'II'IE

Eehearsals for the show were held over
four days in an aercdrome hanger in Essex,
complete with cars and transposters. Richard
Knight rermembers it as a “cold, but exciting”
experience, dumng which a menu of
WVt *Lite looks’ wire programmed for later
adaptation on site. “You can Emagmne my
refbed ™ he waid, “when we finally got on site
and | found that what | had pre-programmed
actually wiosked.®

Cirrdite, the programming continued, akl
ed and abetted by Andrew Bridge who was
otherwise oocupsed lighting Andrew Lioyd
Webber's new musical “Aspects of Lowve'

“Andy was invaluable,” contewed Richard
Knight, “bath as ancther pair of ayes and as
an irspiration, He could move arcund and
see the effects from the audience's view-
poing, and has a complete vemacular of
CBeMAlOpaeic Lefrs b0 dessrilbee termpi and
effects. Terms like: heg & bold’, ‘chunker’,
‘breaks info twinkles” and fhyoser whooshT

Working to recorded music, the pre-
programmed sequences and books  were
broken into ‘big bold space users, ‘screen
looks' and Ccartransponer looks, Knight
wearkied in rotation with Steve Colley and
rigging team from Armow. “When | pro
gramme, they stop working on the nig, When
I break: after three hours, they do tech work
up in the air,” b explained

M has a great deal of respect for the g
goers, particularly 1T, and lan, the Yani®Lite
riggers known collectively as The Dangenous
Brothers”, They performed all the high
altitucte work changng bulbs and meplacing
broken units.

C=Tid

(Archimedes: 250B.C.)

The mew Lomdon Arena In Doddands

Ut was very much a team effort, and
everybody was pleased with the end result,
although | must admit that one ol iy fondes
memonies was when the techs broke into
wild cheemng one night arcund 300 am
wihen the screend and Lites performed a real
hy great sequence,.” Enight said,

“The end nesult was enpoyed and applaud-
ed by everyone who saw the show. The
Vari*Lites proved 1o be mone refable than
cormentional lightng systéms, and from the
poirt both of refiability and efectiveness,
the cholce of them by Withers and Brdge
was heartily endorsed. They were not the
entire show; there was neon on the back
wall, assorted aircraft lights and upstage
darzlers - they all booked verrific. But they
weris the add-ons, the window dressing, The
‘shorw” was the automated lites and the moy-
ing, screens,” emphasised Richand Knbght

Equipment
212 Wil Van*lite lwminaires corssting of 192
Al il 0 Speares,

3 erssches, One ptive, one back-up, one for o
site technical workshop,

B 150" comale control cables

S ACS racks

3 buckireg traradormien

1 rest racks

I8 mprater booaes

59 100 qrunk ming

13 & trunk. nuns

2 SIF trunk nung

37 ¥ trunk runs

33 50 mp runs

0 20 lamnp rund

100 727 lamp runs

BY &' lamp funs

3 HXF 3 phase mains runs

3 ¥F 3 phuse Fnains i

B 10 ¥ phase mains runs

3 200 amp 3 phase masre desconnects

VarrLite Europe penonret

(peratonconsultant: Rachard Kright

Crew chiet, Tom Bty

Full tirse crmee Asden McCabe, Mark Faynss,
Jiohn Teahan, Marda Vian Bpek

Addrional oreas Mark Cunniffe, Bruce Ramus.

I1=E/R (omm:182740)

led to new possibilities in life |

4x2=1u

(Citronic: 1988 A.D.)
can do the same for you.

Crironic Limited
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