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Dear Sir,

The beginning of the lighting season of
the Coronation year we feel is the opportune time to dis-
tribute the enclosed brochure of the Holophane lighting
contribution to the Coronation ceremony and celebrations.

The Coronation illuminations were the out-
standing event of the past season, and a descriptive record
of the lighting effects at Westminster Abbey should prove
of great technical interest to Engineers and all who are
concerned with lighting work.

The special lighting scheme installed in
Westminster Abbey for the Coronation Ceremony ensured the
excellent photographic and cinematograph records which en-
abled millions of people thrcughout the Empire to see the
actual Coronation in pictures for the first time in history.

The colour photographs of the Coronation robes
which were specially coloured to our order by an artist on
the site, have a historic value now that this valuable
collection of gowns has been returned to the owners.

We have pleasure in forwarding you this copy
of a limited issue, and hope it will prove of interest as
a record of the contribution which Holophane lighting was
honoured to provide in the recent Coronation Celebrations.

Yours faithfully,
HOLOPHANE LIMITED.,

—

Publicity Manager.
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HE great and solemn pageantry of the Coronation is the most colourtul
display in the history of our Country and our Empire. During the period
of the Coronat{on/ it can be truly said that the eyes of the World were,

figuratively speaking, on Westminster Abbey as the centre of the Coronation
ceremony.

The number of peop[e which Westminster /A\bbey had to accommodate for the
Coronation ceremony necessitated Specfa[ seating arrangements, and a!ong the nave
extensive galleries were built, the upper tiers of which covered a large portion
of the windows, thus darkening the interior. With the reduced daylight effect
and the requirements of the Press for photosraph{c records, it was decided to
augmcht the lighting of the interior. et spccia[ scheme of lighting was prepared
[1)/ Holophane Ltd, to the requirements of His Majesty's Office of Works Depart=
ment, which had the effect of concentrating a high=intensity illumination on the
parts of the /\Hﬂcy used for the ceremony and the procession.

The Nave, 230 feet in [ength, has 12 bays with scu[pturcd arches, and above
the arches is a Triforium Arcade with 2 arches per bay. In cach of these arches,
99 each side, 500-watt Holophane projectors with prismatic reading lenses were
mounted and acljusted to throw a beam of [ight alcng the 17=foot pt‘occssiona[
way. The mounting height of the floodlights was 54 feet, and the illumination on
floor level was a unilorm 15 foot candles a[ong the Nave and Choir.

The dais on which the King and Queen’s thrones were placed was dircct[y
under the Tower and in front of the Higll Altar.  This area was Hshtccl Lﬁy
4 1000-w. Holophane projectors fixed to the 4 sides of the Tower and focused
vertically downward from a height of 100 feet. The Coronation Chair, which was
midway between the High Altar and the dais, had ¢ additional 1000=w. concen=
trating projectors focused on it from positions at the side and forward of the position.
Hllumination readings of this area showed an intensity of 30 foot candles at floor
level.

For the [ishting of the Sanctuary and the Altar, 8 500-w. projectors were fixed
at the Triforium level of 54 feet. Two of these were focused on the A'ltar, one from
cach side, with the remaining six units giving a uniform distribution over the rest of
the Sanctuary. The Scncra[ [igl"lting scheme was clcsigncd to pt‘ov{de a special zone
of high=intensity illumination without any theatrical spot=ligshting effect, which
increased from the doorway to the Coronation Chair and Altar.

The sﬂenc[ic{ photographic and cincmatograph records of the ceremony testily to
the efficiency of the lighting scheme, and the ingenuity of the engineers for the
unobtrusive manner in which they achieved the results that enabled millions

throughout the world to see the solemn sp[endour of the Coronation ritual.




T/’re Procession of HM. the ]\/fng [ca\'r'ng the /M)[)ey affer l/ic' Coronat;’on Ceremon,v.

The positions of the Spccia[ [ig/flz'ng units can be seen at the top lelt of the p/zoto.




Above : Their /{/fafeslies the Kz'ng and Quccn in their Chairs of State at the

[)031’17171’:13 of the Coronation Ccrcmony.
Two pictures 5/10wz'ng the [n’g/z:in{em‘z'(y [zglztt'ng effect.

Ee[ow . His Afajesiy the ](z‘n\q on the Coronation ]fu‘one, with the Cloth
of Gold _s'upporteo/ [),v four ]’\/m'g/ztﬁ of the Garter before the Anoin[:‘ng.
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HE Exhibition of the Royal Coronation robes was organized to give the
general public an opportunity to see the principal costumes and trappings
which figured in the recent ceremony at Westminster f\Hﬂcy.

The exhibits were an array of magnificent costumes, made from the finest materials
procurable, adorned with masterpieces of embroidery by the members of the Roya[
School of Needlework.

The stands and showcases were designed and erected by Messrs. Trollope & Sons,
Ltcl., Lom{on/ in the rooms of the Roya[ School of Needlework.

Avrtificial lighting was necessary because the height of the stands and showcases
built across the front of the windows excluded most of the daylight.

The lighting scheme, designed by Holophane I.td., made use of prismatic reflectors
to concentrate the light on the exhibits and impart to them their brilliance and
colour as seen during the Coronation ceremony.

We are indebted to the Committee of the Royal School of Needlework for

permission to rcpro&ucc the photos shown here.

T he .t'//ustrah'ons s/zown in this brochure are the actual co/ours of f/ze ro[)es

as faithfully reproduced as the finest blockmaking, printing, and paper will permit.

Le}lz“ to I'ig/zf— [Jm’/brm of a Member of the Fon. Corp;‘ of Gentlemen=at=Arms— Costume
of the Page to Marquess of Salisbury— Page to the Duke of Richmond and Gordon.  Peers’
Chairs and Stools—Robes of the Duke of Rox[mrg/}e— [fage to Duke of A[Jen‘om—Pagc to
Duke of Rutland— Duchess of fut/ze—’r/ano[—]')age to Duke of Fuccleuch and Guuens[)emy.
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HIS MAJESTY THE KING (on left of photo).

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN (on right of photo).
H.R.H. PRINCESS ELIZABETH (centre right).

H.R.H. PRINCESS MARGARET ROSE (centre left).
THE CORONATION CROWN (in centre of photo).

THE ORB OF ENGLAND (on left of photo).

THE ROYAL SCEPTRE WITH THE CROSS.

THE KING'S SCEPTRE WITH THE DOVE.

THE QUEEN'S SCEPTRE WITH THE CROSS.

THE IVORY ROD WITH THE DOVE (on the extreme right).
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HER MAJESTY QUEEN M\Ry (in centre, with Queen Mary's

Crown made for her Coronation in 1911).
H.RH. THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER (on left of photo).
H.RH. THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER.
H.R.H. THE DUKE OF KENT (on right of HM. Queen Mary).
HRH. THE DUCHESS OF KENIL.
THE EARL OF HAREWOOD, K.GC.
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Above : The Royal Robes are in the centre
portion, with the Robes of the f]rc/z[)z's/zops
and Clersy on the left of photo and Officers
of the Roya[/‘/ouse/zo[o/ on the 1‘1’51/1[. E’gures
nearest carnera on 1‘1‘gf1t ofp/ro[o: Master of
the f/orse—[)uke of [))eau/bi’{, K. G., with his
page. Next on [e/i‘, the Lord Chamberlain
—the Farl of Cromer, and Mistress of the
Robes—Duchess of Northumberland.

Lett:

T/w centre fz"gure s f/le Col‘ondfion Cope worn

by the Dean of Westminster in 7902 ana/IQ'J’I.

Two Velvet Copes worn at the Coronation

of Charles I1.
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HE floodlighting of Westminster Abbey for the Coronation differed from

the scheme used for the Silver Jub{[ce, due to the altered conditions of the
new Annexe and a [ofty stand which obscured the North Front from Sround to
the C[ercstory level. The West Front Towers were ﬂooc{[ightcd for the first time
from close=up positions, which was made possible by using the roof of the new
Annexe.  This close=up floodlighting from the Annexe roof enabled a fine depth of
lisht and shade on the architecture of the West Front, which had previously been
[acking because no suitable mounting positions existed.

The battcry of Hood[ights mounted on the roof of the Annexe was composcc[ of
6 1000-w. wide=angle units for lower section, 4 1000-w. concentrating=type floods
for the centre section, with 3 sets of 4 1000-w. long-range units for the tops of the
Towers. From a position on roof of Westminster Hospital 8 1000=w. long-range
floods were fixed for lighting north side of the Towers. The cast side of the Towers
was lighted by 10 1000-w. units, 5 on each side of the main roof, at a distance of
50 feet from the Towers. The new Annexe was lighted from 4 positions, as follows :
4 long=range floods on the roof of Westminster HospitaL 2 similar units from the
roof of Central Hall, ¢ 500-w. units from No. 4 The Sanctuary for South Side of
Annexe, and 1 500-w. on the scaffolding for North Side.

The North Clerestory, which appeared above the stands, as shown in photo
on following page, was lighted by 24 1000-w. wide-angle floodlights.  The North
Entrance facfng Whitehall was h'ghtecl by S 1000=w. projectors from the roof of St.
Marsgaret’s Church and 53 1000-w. units fixed behind the stand on the Feld of
Remembrance. Henry the Seventh Chapel, with its wonderful filigree architecture
facing on to Millbank, was lighted [‘ay 13 1000=w. wide=ang[e floods on the Clerestory
and 17 similar units close up to the building at ground level.

We should like to take this opportunity of paying tribute to the courtesy and
assistance of the members of His Majestfs Office of Works Dept., whilst engaged
on this work.

We also extend our thanks to the E[ectrica[ Contractors, Messrs. G, W. Day
& Co., Ltc{., 10 Dacre Street, Westminster, for their collaboration and the excellent

manner in which they carried out a difficult task.
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Above : View of North E'ontdgc of Westminster Abbey, s/zowing the
North Clerestory top //ooc[[ig[ltc({. The skeleton framework of the
Ja

stands can also be seen across the Rose Hyim{ow/ on left.

/)’e/ow: View of Henry V/?/ C/mpe/ ﬂood[z’g/@tﬂ{
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West H-om‘ and Towers of \Vestmins{er /l[)[)ev, with New Annexe,

/Zooa/[zgfztec{ for the Coronation.
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North side of the Towers floodlishted from top of Westminster hlospi(‘o./‘
The silhouettes of the spc’('ia[ stands can be seen, as well as a portion of
the [arge stand covering North Front of the /[H)cy.
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