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EUROVISION 89

LAUSANNE’S SONG CONTEST OLYMPICS

John Offord watched TV's major annual show
live at the Palais de Beaulieu.

Aided amd abetted by the cuthing queps of
Tery Vogan, the annual Ewngwvision Song
Contest i one of those televisinn program
mes many of us in the UK love o hate,
Dspite viewing figures in excess of 500
mddlion - the USSR and Canacda foos o ches
s & well = few people will admit to h.11-:r.|:.;
wpen menre than e odd SOME Of Dwo, and
just & fewr @ithers will admit to watching later
in the night when the voting gets undenway.

Truwse of nd, @ certain amaunt of cymicism is
undirstandable. Even after watchang several
rehwearsals, | found many of the songs werne
ol the instanily forgeitabbe variety, But thar
aside. as a live concen, wilh the added ex-
citement of a winner at the end, it was rati:
ling good stufl, and produced, it sthauld ga
it theai saying, to the highest professional
lerves],

Ewen so, why bother o go all the way to
Lausanne in Switrerland 1o see a contest thar
| could wiear pust as well from the coemibart of
ey anmchairt (The news that L+5 was cover-
irg Ehe event at all cased the raising of a
few eyebrows in the industrg. Well, more of
the pood news from Lausanne was thae LK
equipment was plaving a majoe role in mak

ing sure those 500 million wiewers had a
predty piciure on the bos, Lighling-wise, it
was a Britsh takeower, with thies Koy
elervents: contral by Avolites with thesr niw
CASD-TD desk, trussing, and Parcans bw
Thormas, amd special effects ighting courbesy
ther Stardite system from Tasco communica
[hewns.

Pulling them together and COming up with
the NBCELsary exgepriite a8 Ehe mght gl wad
the Basle-based company Power I:E_hL wihn
won the lighting, ngaing and trussing oon
tract against compebttion from fowr other
companies - all from outsede Switrerland
15wiss tsdewision had evidently started out in
the ristaken belied that theve wasa® a
nationally-based company either big enough
of capable of deabng with the lighting set-up
réguired).

The event was staged in the Halle des Fées
i e Palaig de Beawhew, and like our st
reported  Funowvision  Song  Contest  from
Brussels in 1987, the hall was specially
adapted for the occasion on a wvenue-
withensa=venue basis, (The Halle des Fipes
wiually houses ice shows, concerts, exhibd-
tions and the like).

Lighting and scenic desagn for tebession for
& show of this kind reguires a clean angd
beoad touch, and the ey o U3 oome up with
a bagically ssmple decor that can be adapted
in a way thai enables each entrant (o per-
farm in a pesonalised seting while at the
sama bime enswning a unilied overall erdron-
menl. The presentation area 2t Lassanne
corenred some 400 SOQuaAre mres g CoEm
FlrIE-'I.“d hiree SLaged: the mdin dtage the or-
chestral stape and a stage for the concent
presenlers.

The red-glared triangular main stage had
its central axes flanked by two  pillas,
criating a famé-like perspective enhanced
by meon lighting effects. The backgrownd
condsbid of a doping and partly mobile wall,
enzbling visual vanations. The wall iself
compriséd & mirrar,  reflecting  muls-
celouned rays of light to create the effect of a
mult-hued Boncon Further scemc devices
included variations o a moblie prismats sec
cion an the centre of the stage, bghting effects
on the honrontal stage |_'|:'|||I'|H « creating a
compressed image efect twwands the top,
and the opening out of transparent farelike
walls on the side of the stage.

Eurovislon B9, Lawsanne: final preparations ane made 1o the set prior to commencement of rehparals,

13






1 was the pan
o '.~...'|II~. Syt Media
lagy installed the latest back pro
i system from Phil providing a 6 x 6
wall behind and above th
& rear ul he pr:'-..l-n[
o e least amd
rall presen
heer jodns i 1hu
superlat screen
at this lated rr"-[l
bor's  article
Armstercdam in this

Fallowing the Action

arrived at the
48 hars b v Lol wild dus
air. |.l.|."l'1ll 1§ Wais ¢

a  little L 1.r-I..|aJ..'|I by
@ the techn 3 into theelr

| talked i
Mg rlu'..u- d

for his compa W
ST I:|| o0 o ] 2 - wilh a DT PN
 jussk thie
tficulties prun'

ek, and set up an

tup a Large imeend
_!.,|1I|rl,, and ..1|'|r..- oould eulpreent for the
‘on the r||.1f| eaperrtise, AT IDESeCRRn - aesart |r-|n| e
sysberm wh i

the rmain ¢

Light., H
ple be

Switperland's 1988 winner Coline Dion Lisnched the 1989 Lmovision Song Conleit in dramatic siyle,




One of the Meyer loudspraker dusters.

In tenms of contral. Micholas de Courten
inced circumstances whare he nepded very
quick action from Avalibes, and it eventually
fEsni e o UNer ewEsE SO SyShem, thie
OivtTDr taking charge of the lighting in the
deft hands of Felix Riva, de Courten's cor
director at Power Light

Avoliles managing director Derek :-l.J"u_".'l"
fkes up the ston: "My first rescison 0
Povweer Light's request to buy a OsA500- T in
such a short time span was 3 very dehnite
mial Afer much MEROnALon however, we
diescidid fo work wery clodely with them o
that they had the desk they really wanbed for

Avolites’ Shabid Anwar [sesrést camera) and
Richard Salsedo store back-wp infomatican,

this prestigiows event. MNeadless o sy, Con
tepenicy plans wene made, since neither
COMEENY Was Poimng [0 riss 05 repurtalon
with a new peoduct in Tront of a worldwide
audienoe.

The desigrer o ther desk, Richard Salpedo,
and our tepeor woftwane engineesr Shabid
Annwrar travellied 1o Lauganng 10 days pror to
the ewvent to offer support if nescedssary, but
maindy to finish writing the softwarne in ime
for the big nightl continued Dhenek Halliday
“A QnASD0-90 and a CFatch were on stand-
by should there have been amy problems
with the new desk, but thaniclully theve

location al the lighting and howse sound contral
16

Fart ol The specaBycreaied audorum in the Halle des Fédes ﬂu.rm'rlrl;.

Lighting designer Claude Egger checks light levels.

werer't. All in all, it was a suocessiul lawnch
for the QAS00TD to a worldwide audience
I addition, sorme weful feedback from Felix
fiva was incorporabed into the fnal softwane
WETSIOn.”

Highlight of the lighting was the intelligent
wi of the Starkive unils @ COMpRCTIon with
other ssmple devices like oreset neons. Com-
taned wath the flexibility of the set design,
variable ‘scenes could be used in alrmsost any
nurnber of permutations. Claude Egger and
Micholas de Courten could prodece the
Toak” théy wanted by changng Cohour,
movement and selting to suit the sibwation,

o

The complete Avolites system with the QASODTD to the lefl and QD0
[reeareal carmera) as Backup.
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andd the flesgbality of both the mstruments
and the design was the key to the shows
wimual suooess, From the high power, all-
action introductery number from last year's
wirmed Celing Deon, through 1o softer, slow-
tempo ballads, you were switched easiy and
cleverly from one mood G another. And
within the wvarious scenes, there was sbill
plenty af poorm for mdre subtle movertient
and colour vanalon

Thee rest of the SLOry &S WO CAM A gane 15 &
rurrilaeds game, w th all thes intnceoies il
e with sending television pictures and
sound o 30 receiving countnes. 500 people
wirre imeclvad in the orgarssation and broad
casting of the ewent, and they had o be
caréful mot to g ower 12 miles of cable or
pull ehe leads on 43 wiredess amg 152
telecommumication Cftuls. The TD-Cafird
T seq wp invelved two outside broadcast
wnits ang bwo sound vans, topether with a
total of 86 microphdone line

Lesoking alner the perommance sound was
Cweigs compary Hypeson Sonorsations o
Paudes wsing equipment supplied by STC

tuccesdul partnership: Eghting dedgners Claude Egger (left) and Mickolas die Courten |

et o Restew T ] hea PA & i
Dhspatch of Rowsy, Framoe. The PA vl a Fekx Riva
Mizyer  system with Ameron amps. The
!.'l::".l'ﬂ-l' desk consisted of two Soundcraf poncpal SpOnsars of the even [4LLag 1 Far Pawwer l_'g!ﬂ;
Series 4, 40 chanmels each, and the momtos Swims TV with all the necessary extra Production manages lgghting: Machalas de Courten
sresterm inviodeed Bed e *\.l-l."-:l:: raft desks ment required and abo ass SEINE IMCOHTING I.'__higr deak le.gr.ﬂl;hr; Fesling Biwa
wath BApver monitors and contrad. and A T crimws with orrsite sorescn Facilities H.@gl'l,g !l!l.l.'|..-! S e )
Cron amp - ) . Assistamiz Thomas de Courten

Back o the |I:_C.-'l|:lllﬂ.. most of the 35 tons of - l||:"|:|r1l.'lll'!._ I;_ﬂ:lh U II: g I::I Y L]
wspended structured comisted of G4 metres 1589 Eurovision Song Confest LHAAT e 2 s 1L lodder)
of Thomas pre-ngged truss units and 120 Execubive producer: Raymond Jumsteg Fos Capoo (Slarkle Systemi
mupbrid of Thomas peneral purpose 53 x Diwector: Alain [I:.-'.l'- Dperator: Manfred Viass
s2cm box truss and nestling some 700 Bl d_ﬂlunrr. Paul V't Techniciane Hasns Chngtuen |esser
lantema, all af which kad o go ug wathin a I"ﬁ'hlfnﬁ' demgrecric Llauoe Egger and

4 5 X 4 Pachelas ds et e Far Hypermon (50w nif}:

48 hour pengg 50 that trucks coubd dove in frar Seree Eibor Pl Lark

derneath to unload all the decking and Fgging; Serge bare Heuse desk operaton Paul Kavier Clar
e LRI HEN KN, £ Souandt Rer Suttedin House asshstant Clivier Crocquennies (510
scaffold to take 2000 seats Techedcal director: Tharles Andee Crneed Monitor desk operator Alar Schnesbiel

Fimal credit should go Lo 30my who were Stage manager: Emide Felier Monitoer assdant: Michel Lavanchy

-‘h..h_
Manfred Vaoss at the Starflle control console, alomgide the main Eghting
coalrod perition

Dimamer city: Avolites amd Celco equipment in control End of show celebeation: Claede Egger is boisbed alodt by the technical beam
19




Lighting Lgwipment

22 Thomas medelites BxbSW Par 36
12 Posi Spot Far 64

841 Thewrus Par &4 10000

17 Thowmras Par &4 X500 aircralt lainding, lights
37 DeSist Leonardo S000WV fresmei
& Cpuartaeolor Cates 00 freunels
15 Strand Cadenza 2000%Y profiles
48 Srand Cantata T0DW profiles

30 Borkey grouncimes &1 0000WY

T4 Tasco Starlaes

& Pani 12008 HW follswspots

Control:

1 Avolibes OA-500TD memony console

1 Avolites OMASDIE memnony console (back-up)

& Avolites T2 wiy dirremang sysbisn, 40 5 A,
4 n A

1 Anclites 48 way chmmeng fysbem, 24 0 WA, 24

A

5 Cedcn TV denmes 6 x 254

} Asodites relay ke 17 8 104

Z Posl Spot comtrollers

1 Tasco Slariie conbiol Fysiem

X Chear-Com 2 chinnel mleionm slatkong

congratulate

TsEng:

50 Vietdlinde L-30m Lachan hoists

1 Power Light 10 wary motod Controdkemn

i Thomas pre-ngged bosx Enoss

1230m Thormas generd] purpodas S2om b Ereess
Tibm ol Lavher alusminium scallodding caiwalk

I e FH_II‘!.:’H'!"H_I' liff 5.5m

S steed rggineg, Mook

Sound Syslem

Mo

7 Sewinccraft Senes 4, &0 channcls
24 dbo S0% Bmderlooimiinessods

1 dha 166 stereo

b Dvireveirssd DS D07 $186e0 Mokke gaie
1 ANE B 16 reverh

) Liseoey 24 1engrhs

Limacen PCMW M0 rinvisils

Yamaha SPO HIO0D Mult Effect
Yarnaha ¥ 1500 delays

Yamaha BEV & reverb

Yarmaha MEP 4 mikdi conbro
CFI0 My puifaimestind EC)
SAmper S analyung equipment

P&

B Mmyer MSL 1

4 Meyer B50 B2 suth woober

10 e LIPA

& MaEvei BM-A comtrdlen

4 Meyer MI-T cortrodher

2 Mver BA controller

1 Yamaka YO 3600 l:h'LI:. line=
14 Amcron MA 1200 amgs

SAonibors:

1 Semirsdoralt Seres 4 A0 x 16 maontor disk

1 Sourdoralt G008 37 x 8 Premin desk

26 LA Masper morilon

16 341 My conirod

16 Amoron MA 1300 amg

& CPI0 Mover paramsetric E0)

14 D827 Klark Telnd graphic

4 Drawmer [N 101 sbendd nosegate

4 Dirpaener DL 271 stereo bmiterfoome ss5.08

i Al ok B B RS

Permi

1 Yarmaha P 3000 32 5 A desk for strngs and per
CLIRERON

POWER LTtGHT

L]
on their receni success al Eurovision In Lausanne B8, Power Light used Thomas equipmant including Ganeral Punpose
Truss, Pre-rigged Truss complales with Par 64 anterns on G lam bars, multicene and Par 36 8-Lite 5poi Banks,
Thomas squipmant Is avallable in Switzerdand from Power Light.

JAMES THOMAS ENGINEERING LTD, Stalion Approach, Parshore Trading Estata, Pershona,

Worcesiershing, England WR10 208

Tel: (G88) 553002 Fax: (0386) 552321






